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The pleasure of touch is the first part of a three-part video essay, produced and 
created by Brussels-based artist collective/production platform TRIPOT as a 
collaboration between audiovisual artists Marius Packbier and Aïlien Reyns.

The work investigates the different functions of the skin—as a protective 
barrier, a sensory organ, a producer of meaning, and as a surface that wants to (be) 
touch(ed)—and situates these functions in relation to the reception of amateur 
internet porn.

The work originates from a transdisciplinary research project that explores the 
use and experience of online pornography. Drawing from interviews with porn 
consumers, textual analysis of amateur porn videos, and from his own experience, 
Marius Packbier wrote an essay that is used as a voice-over for the work. The text 
alternates between analytical reflection and personal accounts based on the lived 
experience of the artist. The pervasive ambivalence of the voice-over informs 
the image and sound composition of the video essay. At times illustrating and 
explanatory, image and text approach each other, only to subsequently detach 
themselves from one another through abstraction and deconstruction.

The work consists of two kinds of images: pornographic amateur videos 
found on the internet and (extreme) closeups of the (male) artist’s body. Both 
kinds of images are manipulated through analog and digital methods, resulting 
in a “tactile” aesthetic that emphasizes the materiality and texture of the video 
image and the human skin. Combining temporal and spatial montage techniques, 
the images are placed next to, over, and in each other, as a way of reflecting on 
the simultaneity, (inter)active reception, and sensory excess of the online-porn 
experience.

Sitting at the intersection between art and science, Skin Pleasure is fundamen-
tally characterized by tensions between supposedly binary oppositions like body 
and mind, objectivity and subjectivity, proximity and distance. By questioning 
their boundaries, the work obliges the spectator to take up a (self-) critical pos-
ition.

Below you’ll find a source list of all the video material used in this work. All the 
material that is not produced by ourselves are amateur porn videos sourced 
from different pornographic video sharing websites. This sort of material is 
inherently characterized by ambiguity, particularly ambiguity about its authen-
ticity with regards to its “amateur” character and ambiguity about the videos’ 
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producers and participants and their intentions. As almost every amateur porn 
video on the internet is uploaded to different sites from (supposedly) different 
users, sometimes circulating for years, it is often challenging to find out more 
about the producers and participants. Did they intend that the video was wide-
ly distributed on the internet, and if yes, to what end? And did they even know 
that they were filmed?

This raises several ethical and legal issues about intellectual property, privacy, 
and consent. By addressing these issues we want to initiate a more extensive 
discussion about them while admitting that we are not able to completely resolve 
them.

Skin Pleasure is an artistic research project that sets out to investigate and 
represent a perceptual experience that is essentially a sensory encounter with 
multiple images. We therefore believe it to be indispensable to include records 
of these images.

As we consider this project falling under fair use we didn’t feel obliged to 
obtain permission from the copyright holders to use their material. We did, 
however, try to find and contact the producers and protagonists of the videos to 
obtain clarification if they had consented to being filmed and their images placed 
online. In cases where we found proof or indication of non-consent we excluded 
the images or obfuscated the recognisable features of the protagonist who hadn’t 
consented.
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